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possible, personnel are obligated to ini-
tially refuse acceptance of foreign 
decorations. 

(d) Constitutional restriction. No per-
son holding any office of profit or trust 
under the United States will, without 
the consent of the Congress, accept any 
present, emolument, office, or title of 
any kind whatsoever from any king, 
prince, or foreign state. (Constitution, 
Article. I, section. 9) This includes 
decorations and awards tendered by 
any official of a foreign government. 

(e) Congressional authorization. 5 
U.S.C. 7342 authorizes members of the 
Army to accept, retain, and wear for-
eign decorations tendered in recogni-
tion of active field service in time of 
combat operations or awarded for other 
outstanding or unusually meritorious 
performance, subject to the approval of 
the Secretary of the Army. 

(f) Participation in ceremonies. Subject 
to the restriction in, an individual may 
participate in a ceremony and receive 
the tender of a foreign decoration. The 
receipt of the decoration will not con-
stitute acceptance of the award by the 
recipient. 

(g) Disciplinary action. The wearing of 
unauthorized awards, decorations, or 
other devices is a violation of the Uni-
form Code of Military Justice and may 
subject a soldier to appropriate dis-
ciplinary action. 

§ 578.118 Individual foreign decora-
tions. 

Decorations received which have 
been tendered in recognition of active 
field service in connection with combat 
operations or which have been awarded 
for outstanding or unusually meri-
torious performance may be accepted 
and worn upon receiving the approval 
of HQ, USA HRC. In the absence of 
such approval, the decoration will be-
come the property of the United States 
and will be deposited with HQ, USA 
HRC, for use or disposal. 

§ 578.119 Foreign unit decorations. 
(a) During the period of military op-

erations against an armed enemy and 
for 1 year thereafter; or while engaged 
in military operations involving con-
flict with an opposing foreign force; or 
while serving with friendly foreign 
forces engaged in an armed conflict 

against an opposing armed force in 
which the United States is not a bellig-
erent party, Army Component com-
manders, or major Army commanders 
are authorized to accept foreign unit 
decorations tendered to brigades, bat-
talions, or smaller units under their 
command. HQ, USA HRC (AHRC–PDO– 
PA) will take final action on all 
tenders of foreign unit decorations to 
headquarters and headquarters compa-
nies of divisions and higher or com-
parable units. This authority will not 
be further delegated. Acceptance of for-
eign unit decorations will be reported 
to the CG, USA HRC for confirmation 
in DAGO. Confirmed foreign unit deco-
rations are listed in DA Pamphlet 672– 
1 and DA Pamphlet 672–3. 

(b) Foreign unit decorations may be 
accepted only if all the following con-
ditions are met: 

(1) The decoration is tendered by a 
friendly foreign nation for heroism or 
exceptionally meritorious service in di-
rect support of military operations; 

(2) The decoration is one that is con-
ferred by the national government of 
the foreign country upon units of its 
own Armed Forces; and 

(3) The unit is cited by name in or-
ders of the national government of the 
foreign country. 

(c) Foreign unit decorations will be 
neither recommended by nor sought by 
the Department of the Army. Solicita-
tion of foreign unit decorations by in-
dividuals or units within the Army is 
prohibited. Acceptance of foreign unit 
decorations will be approved by CG, 
USA HRC, only when the award is prof-
fered by the foreign government based 
on services performed and without so-
licitation. 

(d) Display of foreign unit decorations. 
Awards of foreign unit decorations are 
evidenced by streamers, fourrageres, or 
lanyards attached to the pike or lance 
as a component part of organizational 
colors, distinguishing flags or guidons. 

(e) The streamer will be of colors cor-
responding to the ribbon of the unit 
decoration with the name of the action 
or the area of operations embroidered 
thereon. A separate streamer will be 
furnished for each award. The medal 
will be attached only on ceremonial oc-
casions. 
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